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Dear Families, 
 
Over the coming weeks, I (Mr Cooper) will be making myself available at the start of every Tuesday (‘Totley’s Tech 
Tuesdays’ isn’t the officially coined name but may help remember which day!) between 8:30 – 8:45. I will be situated 
at the doors to the ‘Phiz Lab’ to discuss anything and all things technology and Online Safety for Totley Primary 
School in the community. Whether you want some signposts for further advice, support with a certain setting or 
device or simply a professional opinion on a certain aspect of Online Safety at home and school, please feel free to 
chat. There is never a silly or embarrassing question when it comes to the Online Safeguarding of our children and – 
probably more frustrating – not always an obvious correct answer either! Below are a few snippets of information 
and a taste of the sort of things which can be discussed on ‘Totley’s Tech Tuesdays’…  
 
Online Safety in School 
 
In school, our Online Safety curriculum runs in line with the Sheffield City curriculum and explores a wide range of 
areas for all ages within these strands: 
 

 
Everything from our digital footprint, to media influences and echo chambers are explored, ensuring our children at 
Totley leave feeling equipped and aware of the online world. The overview, which includes FS2, KS1, Lower KS2 
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(Y3/4) and Upper KS2 (Y5/6) is here http://sheffieldclc.net/onlinesafetycurriculum/ if you would like a look at the 
areas within these strands. 
Online Safety lessons are woven throughout Personal Development lessons, but many of these objectives, especially 
as you progress through school, become part of wider classroom conversations. Main messages from school include 
being honest with adults in your life, being aware of how you communicate with each other, and what we share 
between friends in group chats etc. 
 
Online Safety at Home 
 
At home, a trusting, approachable relationship is key, and I know of families who regularly ‘check-in’ with their 
children. It is a hard balance between keeping our children safe and surrounding them with a protective fence from 
the world, and letting them loose into the online world. Humans learn through experiences, and it is how we 
respond to these experiences – positive or negative - which is so important.  
 

 
 

 
 
For further information https://www.childnet.com/ufiles/Supporting-Young-People-Online.pdf and 
https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/ and invaluable resources 
 
 

http://sheffieldclc.net/onlinesafetycurriculum/
https://www.childnet.com/ufiles/Supporting-Young-People-Online.pdf
https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/
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Consoles  
 

 
 
With Christmas (I know, sorry!) around the corner, you may be deciding to buy a console or game for yourself, the 
family or your child, and it is important to ensure the parental settings and supervision are appropriate for you 
family. Depending on the console, you can adjust age ratings of games, who to send and receive messages from 
along with much more! 
 
PlayStation, Xbox and Nintendo all have clear instructions and help on their respective websites. Simply search 
‘parental settings’ in Google for your console to find useful links and advise.  
 
Screen Time 
 
One that is an on-going concern for parents, has become even harder for both children and adults to manage. Below, 
there are links to screen time advice leaflets from www.interentmatters.org which is a fantastic website. 
 
https://www.internetmatters.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Internet-Matters-Guide-Balancing-Screen-Time-5-
7-KeyStage1.pdf (FS2/KS1) 
 
https://www.internetmatters.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Internet-Matters-Guide-Balancing-Screen-Time-7-
11-KeyStage2.pdf (KS2) 
 
 
 
I hope this ‘brief’ selection of information is useful. Please feel free to contact me via Enquiries if you have ANY 
questions about the information above or you need support with ANY devices at home; I will try my utmost to help 
wherever possible. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this, and any of the relevant links provided, I am also looking at the possibility 
of hosting a family workshop at dedicated points across the year. More information for this will follow. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Michael Cooper 
Y5 teacher 
KS2 Leader & Computing Subject Leader 
Online Safety Officer and Deputy Safegaurding Lead 
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