
 

How do historians answer questions?  

Powerful knowledge 
Vocabulary 

Tier 2 Tier 3 

   

Interrogating primary sources is one of the fundamental tasks every 
historian must perform in order to craft an evidence-based answer to a 
question. 

Useful 

Intent 

Accurate 

Inaccurate 

Purpose 

 

Context / 
contextual 

Bias 

Propaganda 

Primary 

Contemporary 

 

 

1. When was this source created? If the source is not dated, can you 
use any contextual clues to make an educated guess? 

 

 

2. Who created it? If no individual’s name is there, can you guess who 
they were? 

 

 
 

3. What was the original purpose of this source? Why was it created 
and what was its intent? 

4. Who is the intended audience of the source? How does this 
influence the way information is presented? 

 

5. Does the source agree with what you know about the 
event/person/time period? If it disagrees, is there a reasonable 
argument that it is inaccurate?  



 

Is the climate really changing?  

Powerful knowledge 
Vocabulary 

Tier 2 Tier 3 

  

17 of the 18 hottest years on record have taken place since 2001.  

Sceptic 

Evidence  

Influence  

Climate change 

Trend 

Extinct  

Glacier 

Adaptation  

 

`  

Glaciers are retreating everywhere around the world. Many have disappeared 
completely.  

   

There have been a record number of extreme weather events in the last decade 
alone.  

   

The Earth’s climate has always gone through periods of cooling and heating. The 
Earth’s robit naturally changes over time, bringing it closer to the sun for a time. 
Animals and plants can adapt to the changing climate.  

  

  



 

How can we develop sustainably?  
  

Powerful knowledge 
Vocabulary 

Tier 2 Tier 3 

   

Economic development that is conducted without depletion of natural 
resources, is socially fair and economically sustainable.  

Conduct 

Deplete 

Simultaneous  

Sustainable 

Development 

Economic 

Natural 
resources 

 

Generate power for use without damaging the environment. They release no 
carbon dioxide.  
Farming and other land uses can happen simultaneously.  

   

Green spaces are essential to developed urban areas. They filter the air, provide 
space for play and relaxation and cool the city environment.  

   

The fashion industry causes 10% of greenhouse gas emissions (more than 
flying). 
1kg of denim required 10,000 litres of water (about 10 years’ worth of drinking 
water for one person).  

 


